
 

Dry times: Hard lessons from the Canadian drought of 2001 and 2002

   
   
   
Abstract:

Droughts are one of the world's most significant natural hazards. They have major impacts on the economy,
environment, health and society. In 2001 and 2002, many regions within Canada experienced
unprecedented drought conditions, or conditions unseen for at least 100 years in some regions. This article
draws upon a national assessment of this drought with particular attention to its implications for the
agriculture and water sectors, although some attention is also devoted to other sectors. The study's
methodology involves a comprehensive inter-disciplinary, cause-effect integrated framework as a basis to
explore the characteristics of drought and the associated biological and physical impacts and
socio-economic consequences. Numerous primary and secondary sources of data were used, including
public and semi-public sources such as Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Environment Canada, Statistics
Canada, Crop Insurance Corporations and provincial governments, as well as phone interviews, focus
groups, print media surveys and economic modelling. Evidence indicates that the risk of drought is
increasing as demands for food and water relentlessly climb and the manifestations of climate change
become more apparent. The key to better dealing with drought lies in taking the steps necessary to enhance
our adaptive capacity and decrease vulnerability.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1541-0064.2008.00211.x   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Security, Meteorological Factors, Precipitation, Temperature

Extreme Weather Event: Drought

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity, Livestock Productivity

Temperature: Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

Author(s): Wheaton E, Kulshreshtha S, Wittrock V, Koshida G
Year: 2008

Journal: The Canadian Geographer. G�Ographe Canadien. 52 (2): 241-262
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resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Non-U.S. North America

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Model/Methodology:  

type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource

 Cost/Economic, Other Projection Model/Methodology

Other Projection Model/Methodology: discussion only

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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